REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Lehrbuch der Speciellen Chirurgie fur Aerzte und Studirende. 

Von Dr. Franz Koenig, Ord. Professor der Chirurgie, Geh. 

Med. Rath, Director der Chirurgischen Klinik in Gottingen. 

Sechste Auflage, n. Band, mit 121 Holzschnitten. Berlin, 1893 : 

Verlag von August Hirschwald. III. Band, mit 104 Holz- 

schnitte: Berlin, 1894. (Text-book of Special Surgery for 

Physicians and Students. By Dr. Franz Koenig.) 

The general comments which we have made concerning the first 
volume of this splendid work apply also to these two volumes which 
have followed it. Notwithstanding the increasing number of surgical 
text-books, this work, now in its sixth revised edition, continues to 
hold its place. The reasons for this are, its completeness in detail, 
the fact that its revisions bring it thoroughly up to date, the clear 
judgment and truthfulness of its author, and the large amount of 
scientifically interpreted clinical experience which has been brought 
to bear in its complication. 

The second volume is devoted to the diseases of the thorax, 
abdomen, urinary organs, and the male generative organs. 

Appendicitis is described in the chapter on “Perityphlitis.” 
The author seems to be kept well posted on our American surgeon, 
Senn, for the name of this gentlemen is repeatedly met. “Usually,” 
says Koenig, “ there is an inflammation of the vermiform appendix; 
Senn and a number of American physicians have designated this as 
appendicitis.” He also states that “ a number of American physi¬ 
cians (Senn, Treves, Penrose, Baldy, and others) have effected cures 
of the disease by removing the appendix.” He still holds that in¬ 
spissated faecal matter, foreign bodies such as seeds, etc., are respon¬ 
sible for perforative ulceration. 
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The chapter on abdominal tumors is very practical; and especi¬ 
ally worthy of note is the section on echinococcus cysts. The author 
tells of a case of sarcoma of the ileo-csecal valve which had become 
invaginated into the transverse colon. He opened the colon at that 
point by a longitudinal incision, resected the portion of gut bearing 
the growth, reduced the intussusception, and then closed thecolotomy 
wound, although without securing the ultimate recovery of the 
patient. 

He mentions a case upon which he made an autopsy, which had 
been supposed to be one of internal incarceration. He found that 
the obstruction had been caused by a thin membranous stricture in the 
rectum, which could easily be broken by the finger introduced per 
anum. 

The chapter on hernia is a finished essay. Of the treatment of 
this malady he says, “ When day by day new methods against a dis¬ 
ease are conjured up, when almost every surgeon treats it differently 
or by some method of his own, the conclusion is justified that none 
of the methods is an ideal one and that none accomplishes the 
desired end.” 

Koenig is of the opinion that the mortality in strangulated um¬ 
bilical hernia is even greater than 46.7 per cent., as figured by Uhde ; 
but that these cases urgently call for operation. He accuses Lucas- 
Championniere of making incorrect statistics by counting all cases 
as cured which did not return to him for after-treatment. Kocher’s 
method of radical cure is not given. 

Senn’s plate anastomosis is fully described ; but the author does 
not think that it will supplant the German method of suture. 

He regards the cautery as the most certain and least dangerous 
treatment for haemorrhoids. 

The broad learning and extensive experience of the author is 
evidenced in the chapters on tuberculosis of the genito-urinary tract. 
The positive diagnosis of tuberculosis of the bladder, he asserts, 
rests upon two conditions,—the discovery of the tubercle bacillus and 
the clinical experiment. The first condition so often fails that he 
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has adopted the second for positive diagnosis. This consists in the 
injection of some of the urine into the eye, the joint, the pleural or 
abdominal cavity of a rabbit. He employed this method before the 
discovery of the tubercle bacillus, and even yet he resorts to it as the 
surest and easiest diagnostic help in those cases in which the identifi¬ 
cation of the germ has not been satisfactorily made. 

The third volume is devoted to the diseases of the spinal column 
and the extremities. The subject of orthopaedic surgery is thoroughly 
dealt with. Hoffa and Lorenz are frequently referred to, and many 
of the cuts are similar to those in Hoffa’s work. 

The “gehverband” recently invented by Bruns for the ambulant 
treatment of fractures of the femur is described though not endorsed. 

It is pleasing to note that the author at last feels enough confi¬ 
dence in his Gottingen asepsis to practise suture of the patella. He 
has been among the last to come over to this surgical procedure. 

These two volumes are considerably larger than those of the fifth 
edition. Much has been added, and some of the chapters have been 
entirely rewritten. The chapters in Vol. 11 which have been especi¬ 
ally revised are those on the operations for empyema, the etiology of 
pleural exudates, subphrenic abscesses, operations upon the lungs, 
tuberculosis of the mamma, chronic cystic mastitis, fibro-adenoma 
mammae, kidney and intestinal injuries, the etiology and treatment of 
peritonitis, preperitoneal suppuration, tuberculous peritonitis, tumors 
of the umbilicus, tumors of the liver, diseases of the gall-bladder, 
gastric hernia, intestinal operations, treatment of nephro-lithiasis and 
tumors of the kidney, and the operations for prostatic hypertrophy. 

The last volume has been especially revised and enlarged. The 
sections which have been most noticeably revised are those upon 
scoliosis, tumors of the spinal column, syphilitic diseases of the fingers, 
operative treatment of old and irreducible luxations, congenital dis¬ 
location of the hip, iodoform injection in tuberculous arthritis, treat¬ 
ment of ulcers of the leg by means of detached skin-flaps, operations 
for varicose veins, necrotomia tibiae, neuralgia of the foot, congenital 
diseases of the shoulder-joint, and cubitus valgus and varus. 
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Professor Koenig is to be congratulated on this last edition of 
his great work,—a work which during sixteen years has appeared in 
six editions, and which ever retains its high position of favor among 
the surgeons and students of the continent of Europe. 

James P. Warbasse. 

Tumors, Innocent and Malignant. Their Clinical Features and 
Appropriate Treatment. By J. Bland Sutton, F.R.C.S., 
Assistant Surgeon to the Middlesex Hospital, London. Octavo, 
526 pages, with 250 engravings, and nine full-page plates. Phila¬ 
delphia : Lea Brothers & Company, 1894. 

This book has been written by Mr. Sutton with the idea of com¬ 
bining in the consideration of the subject of tumors both pathological 
and clinical knowledge. The result is a most readable and instructive 
book, of especial practical value to the physician and surgeon in gen¬ 
eral rather than to the pathologist as a specialist. The biology of 
tumors is an attractive field to the author, and in this department of 
the subject he is always at his best, drawing often from the field 
of comparative pathology to illustrate his subject. The fulness of 
minute detail required in a text-book of pathology is wanting, so that 
this book is not to be considered as a hand-book for laboratory use. 
Its treatment is rather a general one, dealing with broad facts and 
elementary principles. The illustrations are very abundant, and have 
evidently been chosen because their subjects are types of the classes 
described rather than because they are peculiar or unusual. A much 
more abundant presentation of drawings illustrating the minute anat¬ 
omy of the various growths would, however, have added to the value 
of the work. Such subjects as glioma, neuroma, myxoma, and 
angeioma are discussed without a single illustration showing the 
characteristics of their minute structure, and even the chapters on 
dermoids, which otherwise are especially full and satisfactory, are 
defective in this respect. 

From the list of tumors he properly excludes all inflammatory 



